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siiitor; and though Mary at first refused the ring  CHAP.
which Darnley offered her, yet she speedily resolved ^-^^
on a union which seemed to combine with it the    1565-
advantage  that  it  would  give double  weight  to
her claim in England.    In the spring of 1565 the
Scottish Queen declared to the assembled nobles of
her kingdom  that  she  intended   to  marry  Lord
Darnley  her near kinsman,  whose   main   recom-
mendation in  her  esteem  was  that he bore the
name of Stuart, so dear to Scotland.

At the meeting of the Scottish nobles in Stirling
not a single voice raised itself against this marriage,
but how much ill-will broke out ere long against it
both from Elizabeth and her ministers in England,
and from Murray and his followers in Scotland!
The English Queen in vain sent Sir Nicholas
Throckmorton to Mary to induce her to give up
her intention. Mary only replied by expressing
astonishment at this request at the very moment
when she was in reality complying with her wish
to prefer a nobleman born in England. Equally in
vain Elizabeth reminded Lennox and his son of
their limited leave of absence, and ordered them
as her vassals to return, and when they would not
obey but still remained in Scotland, her irritation
was turned upon Lady Lennox, who, as she was
staying behind in England, was with her younger
son Charles Stuart committed to prison, while the
English possessions of the family were confiscated.
In Scotland Murray had, at least according to the
words of Mary, at that time fancied the possibility
of one day being able to reach the throne of the
childless Queen ; at all events he perceived that his
hitherto all-predominant influence would be at an